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Translation from Lithuanian into English

APPROVED 

by the Order No. A1-

of the Minister of Social Security and Labor of the Republic of Lithuania of

……… 2013

DESCRIPTION OF FINANCING TERMS FOR THE   

PROJECTS UNDER VP1-1.3-SADM-01-K MEASURE “REDUCTION OF DISCRIMINATION AND PREVENTION OF SOCIAL PROBLEMS AT THE LABOR MARKET” OF THE 1ST PRIORITY “QUALITY EMPLOYMENT AND SOCIAL INCLUSION” OF THE OPERATIONAL PROGRAM FOR THE DEVELOPMENT OF HUMAN RESOURCES FOR 2007–2013  
Call for applications No. VP1-1.3-SADM-01-K-02

I. GENERAL PROVISIONS 

1. The description of financing terms for VP1-1.3-SADM-01-K measure “Reduction of Discrimination and Prevention of Social Problems at the Labor Market” of the 1st priority “Quality Employment and Social Inclusion” of the Operational Program for the Development of Human Resources for 2007–2013 (hereinafter referred to as the present Description) establishes the requirements and terms for the projects, financed from the European Union (hereinafter referred to as the EU) Funds under VP1-1.3-SADM-01-K measure “Reduction of Discrimination and Prevention of Social Problems at the Labor Market” of the 1st priority “Quality Employment and Social Inclusion” of the Operational Program for the Development of Human Resources for 2007–2013, approved by the Decision No. K(2007)4475 of the European Commission of 24 September 2007 (hereinafter referred to as the Measure). 

2. The present Description is elaborated pursuant to: 

2.1. the Council Regulation (EC) No. 1083/2006 of 11 July 2006 laying down general provisions on the European Regional Development Fund, the European Social Fund and the Cohesion Fund and repealing Regulation (EC) No. 1260/1999 (OJ 2006 L 210, p. 25), including recent amendments, made on 16 June 2010 by the Council Regulation (EC) No. 539/2010 (OJ 2010 L 158, p.1) (hereinafter referred to as the Regulation No. 1083/2006);


2.2. the Council Regulation (EC) No. 1828/2006 of 8 December 2006 setting out rules for the implementation of Council Regulation (EC) No. 1083/2006 laying down general provisions on the European Regional Development Fund, the European Social Fund and the Cohesion Fund and of Regulation (EC) No. 1080/2006 of the European Parliament and of the Council on the European Regional Development Fund (OJ 2006 L 371, p. 1), including recent amendments, made on 1 September 2009 by the Commission Regulation (EC) No. 846/2009 (OJ 2009 L 250, p.1) (hereinafter referred to as the Regulation No. 1828/2006);


2.3. Regulation (EC) No. 1081/2006 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 5 July 2006 on the European Social Fund and repealing Regulation (EC) No. 1784/1999 (OJ 2006 L 210, p. 12), including recent amendments, made on 6 May 2009 by the Regulation (EC) No. 396/2009 of the European Parliament and of the Council (OJ 2009 L 126, p. 1) (hereinafter referred to as the Regulation No. 1081/2006);

2.4. Operational Program for the Development of Human Resources (hereinafter referred to as the OPDHR), approved by the Decision No. K(2007)4475 of the European Commission of 24 September 2007;

2.5. Appendix to OPDHR, approved by the Resolution No. 789 of the Government of the Republic of Lithuania of 23 July 2008 (Official Journal, 2008, No. 95–3722); 

2.6. Project administration and financing rules (hereinafter referred to as PAFR), approved by the Resolution No. 1443 of the Government of the Republic of Lithuania of 19 December 2007 (Official Journal, 2008, No. 4–132);

2.7. Rules of conformity with the project costs and financing requirements, performed under the EU Structural Support Absorption Strategy of Lithuania for 2007–2013 and implementing operational programs (hereinafter referred to as the Rules of Conformity with Costs and Financing), approved by the Resolution No. 1179 of the Government of the Republic of Lithuania of 31 October 2007 (Official Journal, 2007, No. 117–4789); 

2.8. Rules of distribution of responsibility and functions among institutions in implementing the EU Structural Support Absorption Strategy of Lithuania for 2007–2013 and implementing the operational programs, approved by the Resolution No. 1139 of the Government of the Republic of Lithuania of 17 October 2007 (Official Journal, 2007, No. 114–4637; 2012, No. 90–4698);

2.9. Methodical instructions for the assessors as concerning the assessment of conformity of the projects with the general selection criteria, approved by the Monitoring Committee (hereinafter referred to as the Methodical Instructions for the Assessors), approved by the Order No. 1K-066 of the Minister of Finance of the Republic of Lithuania of 20 February 2008 (Official Journal, 2008, No. 23–861); 

2.10. General selection criteria and special selection criteria for the projects, approved by the Protocol decision No. 1 of 21 December 2007 and the Protocol decision No. 21 of 25 February 2010 of the Monitoring Committee for the performance of supervision of the implementation of the operational programs, implementing the EU Structural Support Absorption Strategy of Lithuania for 2007–2013.

3. The method of selection of the projects, financed under the present Description, is the tender of the projects. The present Description is final under the Measure and is applicable to the call for applications No. VP1-1.3-SADM-01-K-02 (hereinafter referred to as the Call), which is aimed at the activities, supported by the Measure, as specified in Clause 10 of the present Description. 
4. The state aid under the Measure is not rendered.
 

5. The terms, used in the present Description, correspond to the terms, indicated in Clauses 2.1–2.3, 2.5–2.9 of the present Description as well as used in such other legal acts of the Republic of Lithuania. 


6. The present Description and such other non-indicated information, which the applicant must be aware of during the course of preparation of the project and presentation of the application, is available on www.esparama.lt. 

II. FUNDS FOR FINANCING THE MEASURE  

7. Total amount of funds for financing the Measure is set in the Appendix to OPDHR. Planned preliminary amount of funds of financing, allocated to the projects hereunder from the state budget allocation administrators programs of the Republic of Lithuania, providing for the European funds, aimed at financing the measures for the implementation of the priority operational programs (hereinafter referred to as the Financing), may total up to 3 816 000 LTL of the funds of the European Social Fund (hereinafter referred to as the ESF).

8. Maximum amount of Financing as per the areas of activities: 

	Area of activities
	Maximum amount of Financing as per the area of activities, in litas 
	Maximum amount of Financing as per the project, in litas

	Human trafficking (the area of activities, indicated in Paragraph IV of the present Description)
	1 308 000
	436 000



	Psychoactive substance dependence (the area of activities, indicated in Paragraph V of the present Description)
	1 308 000
	436 000



	Implementation of the measures for encouragement of equal opportunities for women and men on the labor market, ensuring equal opportunities for women and men on the labor market (economic activities) (the area of activities, indicated in Paragraph VI of the present Description)
	1 200 000
	1 200 000


III. PURPOSE OF THE MEASURE AND AREAS OF SUPPORTED ACTIVITIES 

9. The purpose of the Measure is to reduce the discrimination at the labor market, encourage equal opportunities for women and men, and avoid the occurrence of social problems, thereby informing and educating the society. The purposes of this Call: 

9.1. to aspire after avoiding social problems through education and information of the society;

9.2. to encourage equal opportunities for women and men on the labor market through education and information of the society.
10. The following areas of activities (educational, informational, training, etc.) are supported under the present Description:

10.1. performance of preventive measures for human trafficking;

10.2. performance of preventive measures for psychoactive substance dependence;

10.3. performance of preventive measures for encouragement of equal opportunities for women and men on the labor market, ensuring equal opportunities for women and men on the labor market (economic activities).
11. In accordance with this Call, one project may only be attributed to one of the areas of activities, specified in Clauses 10.1 – 10.3 of the present Description.

IV. AREA OF PREVENTION OF HUMAN TRAFFICKING: 

REQUIREMENTS FOR THE PROJECTS, APPLICANTS, AND PARTNERS 
12. Supported activities in the area of prevention of human trafficking:

12.1. organization as well as performance of public relations and educational measures as well as events, aimed at the prevention of human trafficking in order to prevent from becoming the victims of human trafficking, to educate the society to recognize various forms of human trafficking, risks of being exploited, victim recruitment tactics, and methods of exploitation, to encourage the public spirit of communities and society, as well as close cooperation between the interdepartmental institutions in the area of prevention and control of human trafficking;

12.2. performance of supervision of social workers, health care specialists, police officers, other specialists, who face the victims of human trafficking at their work;
13. Requirements for the applicants:

13.1. the following applicants, registered and operating in the Republic of Lithuania as well as identified in the Appendix to OPDHR, are eligible for the implementation of the projects, elaborated in accordance with the present Description:

13.1.1. state or municipal budgetary establishments;

13.1.2. public organizations;

13.1.3. associations;

13.1.4. welfare and relief funds;

13.1.5. trade unions and their alliances;

13.1.6. religious communities and communions;

13.1.7. international organizations;

13.1.8. Chambers of Commerce, Industry and Crafts;

13.1.9. Association of Lithuanian Chambers of Commerce, Industry and Crafts;

13.2. main purposes or tasks of the organization, indicated in the foundation documents (articles of association, memorandum of association, or regulation of activities) or respective documents, governing the activities of a legal entity, the date of registration whereof at the moment of submission of application is not later than 2 years, shall be directly related to the area of prevention of human trafficking.

14. The same requirements shall apply to the project partners, as to the applicants. 
15. Detailed requirements for the performance of supervision, indicated in Clause 12.2 of the present Description:

15.1. supervision can only be performed by the specialist, who has completed special supervision training at the scholastic institution and has been awarded a respective certificate;

15.2. performance of supervision shall cover minimum 3 interdisciplinary teams, comprising social workers, health care specialists, police officers, and employees of other occupations (in total minimum 6 individuals in a team), who face the problems of human trafficking at their work;

15.3. team supervisions shall be continuous (minimum 5 meetings for the same team 4 academic hours each) and the intervals between the meetings shall be at least 2 weeks;

15.4. team supervisions shall take place in at least 3 municipalities, situated in different counties. 

16. Project implementation monitoring shall take place according to the Measure implementation monitoring indicators, approved in the Appendix to OPDHR (hereinafter referred to as the Indicators). Pursuant to the procedure for measuring and calculating the monitoring indicators, specified in the Appendix 5 of the present Description, as well as subject to the project objectives, tasks, and provided activities, every project shall follow the following product as well as result indicators: 

	16.1. Mandatory indicators of the product 

	Indicator
	Quantitative goal 

	Individuals, who have attended the events 
	Minimum 100

	Events 
	Minimum 4

	16.2. Mandatory indicators of the result 

	Indicator
	Quantitative goal

	Individuals, who gave positive ratings to the knowledge, acquired during the events  
	Minimum 80 percent of all individuals involved 

	16.3. Optional indicators of the product 

	Publications 
	 - 


17. In the event of failure to achieve the indicators of the product and (or) result, planned in the project, the European Social Fund Agency (hereinafter referred to as the ESFA) shall be entitled to initiate the reduction, suspension, or termination of project financing, and (or) termination of the project financing and administration agreement, and (or) refund of project financing funds paid or any portion thereof. 

V. AREA OF PREVENTION OF PSYCHOACTIVE SUBSTANCE DEPENDENCE: REQUIREMENTS FOR THE PROJECTS, APPLICANTS, AND PARTNERS
18. Supported activities in the area of prevention of psychoactive substance dependence:
18.1. organization as well as performance of public relations and educational measures as well as events, aimed at the prevention of consumption of psychoactive substances (in particular alcohol, narcotic, as well as psychotropic substances) in order to reduce the risk and increase the influence of protective factors, to encourage close cooperation between the interdepartmental institutions in the area of prevention of consumption of psychoactive substances; 

18.2. training on consulting the individuals, who suffer from the psychoactive substance dependence related diseases, their families, and relatives, as well as performance of activities of self help groups. Training shall be aimed at the employees of institutions or organizations, who work with the individuals, suffering from the psychoactive substance dependence related diseases;

18.3. performance of supervision of social workers, health care specialists, police officers, other specialists, who work with the individuals, facing the psychoactive substance dependence, their families, as well as relatives. 

19. Requirements for the applicants:

19.1. the following applicants, registered and operating in the Republic of Lithuania as well as identified in the Appendix to OPDHR, are eligible for the implementation of the projects, elaborated in accordance with the present Description:

19.1.1. state or municipal budgetary establishments;

19.1.2. public organizations;

19.1.3. associations;

19.1.4. welfare and relief funds;

19.1.5. trade unions and their alliances;

19.1.6. religious communities and communions;

19.1.7. international organizations;

19.1.8. Chambers of Commerce, Industry and Crafts;

19.1.9. Association of Lithuanian Chambers of Commerce, Industry and Crafts;

19.2. main purposes or tasks of the organization, indicated in the foundation documents (articles of association, memorandum of association, or regulation of activities) or respective documents, governing the activities of a legal entity, the date of registration whereof at the moment of submission of application is not later than 2 years, shall be directly related to the area of prevention of psychoactive substance dependence.

20. The same requirements shall apply to the project partners, as to the applicants. 
21. Detailed requirements for the performance of training, indicated in Clause 18.2 of the present Description:

21.1. the length of training for one individual – from 8 to 16 academic hours;

21.4. minimum size of a training group – 10 individuals;

21.5. training shall take place in at least 10 municipalities, situated in different counties.

22. Detailed requirements for the performance of supervision, indicated in Clause 18.3 of the present Description:
22.1. supervision can only be performed by the specialist, who has completed special supervision training at the scholastic institution and has been awarded a respective certificate;

22.2. performance of supervision shall cover minimum 10 interdisciplinary teams, comprising social workers, health care specialists, police officers, and employees of other occupations (in total minimum 6 individuals in a team), who face the psychoactive substance dependence, their families, as well as relatives;

22.3. team supervisions shall be continuous (minimum 5 meetings for the same team 4 academic hours each) and the intervals between the meetings shall be at least 2 weeks;

22.4. team supervisions shall take place in at least 10 municipalities, situated in different counties supervizijos.

23. Project implementation monitoring shall take place according to the Indicators, approved in the Appendix to OPDHR. Pursuant to the procedure for measuring and calculating the monitoring indicators, specified in the Appendix 5 of the present Description, as well as subject to the project objectives, tasks, and provided activities, every project shall follow the following product as well as result indicators:

	23.1. Mandatory indicators of the product

	Indicator
	Quantitative goal

	Individuals, who have attended the events 
	Minimum 200

	Events 
	Minimum 21 

	23.2. Mandatory indicators of the result

	Indicator
	Quantitative goal

	Individuals, who gave positive ratings to the knowledge, acquired during the events  
	Minimum 80 percent of all individuals involved

	23.3. Optional indicators of the product

	Publications
	 - 


24. In the event of failure to achieve the indicators of the product and (or) result, planned in the project, the ESFA shall be entitled to initiate the reduction, suspension, or termination of project financing, and (or) termination of the project financing and administration agreement, and (or) refund of project financing funds paid or any portion thereof. 

VI. AREA OF ENCOURAGEMENT OF EQUAL OPPORTUNITIES FOR WOMEN AND MEN: 

REQUIREMENTS FOR THE PROJECTS, APPLICANTS, AND PARTNERS
25. Supported activities in the area of encouragement of equal opportunities for women and men:

25.1. organization as well as performance of public relations and educational measures as well as events, aimed at encouraging equal attitude towards women and men on the labor market, equal recognition and appreciation of women and men, well-balanced representation in taking economic decisions, in particular in the boards of the biggest companies, reducing the segregation of the labor market according to the gender as well as differences in the remunerations for women and men, aspiring after equal economic independence, efficient and equivalent application of all human resources for the growth of the national economy as well as welfare of the society; 

25.2. training for the representatives of public and private sector, including social partners (employers and trade unions), and strengthening of the abilities on the following subjects:

25.2.1. artificial presumptions of security of equal opportunities for women and men on the labor market;

25.2.2. identification and prevention of the cases of violation of equal rights and opportunities for women and men as well as legal defensive measures and application thereof;

25.2.3. problems of equal opportunities for women and men on the labor market (economic activities), methods of implementation, instruments, solution measures, application thereof in practice, as well as impact assessment;

25.2.4. incorporation of the matters relevant to the equality between women and men in the social partnership and social dialogue, advantages and benefits of equality between women and men at work as well as well-balanced representation of women and men in decision-making;

25.2.5. equal attitude towards women and men, gender-sensitive environment, discriminatory attitude, how to avoid it;

25.2.6. principles of planning the equality between women and men at the workplaces; 

25.3. survey, aimed at the assessment of the situation of women, covering the target groups, indicated in Clause 84 of the Recommendations of the United Nations Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women for Lithuania (document is available on: http://www2.ohchr.org/english/bodies/cedaw/docs/CEDAW.C.LTU.CO.4.pdf), according to the aspects, indicated in Clause 85:

25.3.1. the purpose of survey is to carry out the analysis of the situation of the target groups, indicated in Clause 84 of the Recommendations of the United Nations Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women for Lithuania: disabled women, women belonging to national minorities (including women of the Romani nationality), elderly women (more than 60 years old), women migrants, according to the aspects, indicated in Clause 85 of such Recommendations, identify the existing problems, assess the impact of the measures performed, and suggest specific measures to solve problems as well as estimate the costs of implementation of measures; 
25.3.2. survey tasks:
25.3.2.1. to collect necessary information and analyze the situation of the target groups, specified in Clause 25.3.1, in the areas of employment, education, including the lifelong learning, and culture; 


25.3.2.2. to collect necessary information and analyze the possibilities for the target groups, specified in Clause 25.3.1, to provide for the home, get health care services, social services, legal assistance, business loan, participate in taking economic, political, and such other decisions; 


25.3.2.3. to compare the situation of the target groups, specified in Clause 25.3.1, living in rural districts and in town, in the areas, specified in Clause 25.3.2.1, and according to the aspects, specified in Clause 25.3.2.2;


25.3.2.4. to carry out the comparison of the situation of the target groups, specified in Clause 25.3.1, with the general situation of women and men in the areas, specified in Clause 25.3.2.1, and according to the aspects, specified in Clause 25.3.2.2;


25.3.2.5. to carry out the comparison of the situation of the target groups, specified in Clause 25.3.1, among these groups in the areas, specified in Clause 29.3.2.1, and according to the aspects, specified in Clause 25.3.2.2; 


25.3.2.6. to assess which women groups, specified in Clause 25.3.1, in which areas, and in which aspects are in a better or worse situation as compared to other target groups, specified in Clause 25.3.1; 


25.3.2.7. to identify the problems of the target groups, specified in Clause 25.3.1, assess the efficiency of the measures applied and suggest specific efficient measures for problem-solving, as well as present the estimations of costs of implementation of such measures;

25.3.3. target survey results: 


25.3.3.1. performance of the extended comparative analysis of the situation of the target groups, specified in Clause 25.3.1, living in rural districts and in town, in the areas, specified in Clause 29.3.2.1, and according to the aspects, specified in Clause 25.3.2.2; the results were based on numerical and percent representation;


25.3.3.2. identification of problems, suggestion of specific measures for problem-solving and presentation of estimations of costs of implementation of every measure proposed, as well as the mechanisms for the implementation of such measures. 

26. Requirements for the applicants:

26.1. the following applicants, registered and operating in the Republic of Lithuania as well as identified in the Appendix to OPDHR, are eligible for the implementation of the projects, elaborated in accordance with the present Description:

26.1.1. state or municipal budgetary establishments;

26.1.2. public organizations;

26.1.3. associations;

26.1.4. welfare and relief funds;

26.1.5. trade unions and their alliances;

26.1.6. religious communities and communions;

26.1.7. international organizations;

26.1.8. Chambers of Commerce, Industry and Crafts;

26.1.9. Association of Lithuanian Chambers of Commerce, Industry and Crafts;

26.2. the foundation documents (articles of association, memorandum of association, or regulation of activities) or respective documents, governing the activities of a legal entity, the date of registration whereof at the moment of submission of application is not later than 2 years, shall contain the indication of at least one of the following main purposes of activities of tasks of the applicant’s organization: security of equal opportunities for women and men (equality), gender equality in rights, improvement of the situation of women, protection and representation of the rights of women, encouragement of employment and business of women, reduction of discrimination on the grounds of gender.

27. The same requirements shall apply to the project partners, as to the applicants.

28. Detailed requirements for the activities, indicated in Clause 25.2 of the present Description:

28.1. the activities (modular training program) shall cover any and all training subjects, indicated in Clauses 25.2.1 – 25.2.6 of the present Description;

28.2. minimum size of a training group – 10 individuals;

28.3. minimum length of training for one individual minimali – 27 academic hours (1 European credit);

28.4. training shall take place in any and all municipalities;

28.5. every training group shall cover the representatives of any and all sectors, listed in Clause 25.2 of the present Description. 

29. Detailed requirements for the survey, indicated in Clause 25.3 of the present Description:

29.1. the draft technical assignment of the survey shall be submitted together with the application;

29.2. maximum amount of funds for such activities shall not exceed 200 000 LTL;

29.3. final survey report shall be submitted not later than on 1 June 2014;

29.4. introductory, interim, and final survey reports shall be submitted for the consideration and approval by the commission, indicated in Clause 101 of the present Description;

29.5. the presentation of survey and results thereof shall be arranged for the representatives of state and municipal institutions, social partners (employers and trade unions), communities, non-governmental organizations, scientists, etc.

30. Project implementation monitoring shall take place according to the Indicators, approved in the Appendix to OPDHR. Pursuant to the procedure for measuring and calculating the monitoring indicators, specified in the Appendix 5 of the present Description, as well as subject to the project objectives, tasks, and provided activities, every project shall follow the following product as well as result indicators:

	30.1. Mandatory indicators of the product

	Indicator
	Quantitative goal

	Individuals, who have attended the events 
	Minimum 1000

	Events 
	Minimum 61 

	30.2. Mandatory indicators of the result

	Indicator
	Quantitative goal

	Individuals, who gave positive ratings to the knowledge, acquired during the events  
	Minimum 80 percent of all individuals involved

	30.3. Optional indicators of the product

	Publications
	 - 


31. In the event of failure to achieve the indicators of the product and (or) result, planned in the project, the ESFA shall be entitled to initiate the reduction, suspension, or termination of project financing, and (or) termination of the project financing and administration agreement, and (or) refund of project financing funds paid or any portion thereof. 

VII. GENERAL REQUIREMENTS FOR THE PROJECTS OF THIS CALL, APPLICANTS, AND PARTNERS 
32. Any and all projects shall meet the following requirements and restrictions: 

32.1. the due date for the implementation of project activities is 1 September 2015. In particular cases (due to objective reasons, which the project promoter could not anticipate at the moment of submission and assessment of the application) the date of completion of the project may be extended;

32.2. the main activities of the project shall be performed in the territory of the Republic of Lithuania. In any case it shall be necessary to ensure that the products, results, and benefits, generated during the course of activities, are accrued to the Republic of Lithuania;

32.3. the project in the area of activities, indicated in Paragraph IV of the present Description, shall cover both activities, specified in Clauses 12.1 and 12.2;

32.4. the project in the area of activities, indicated in Paragraph V of the present Description, shall cover all activities, specified in Clauses 18.1 – 18.3;

32.5. the project in the area of activities, indicated in Paragraph VI of the present Description, shall cover all activities, specified in Clauses 25.1 – 25.3.

33. Partnership in the project shall be substantiated and have value added, i.e. shall ensure the achievement of the objectives and quantitative indicators of the Measure as well as the project. Partnership shall be regarded as substantiated, if the partner performs at least one of the project activities.

34. One legal entity, as a project partner or beneficiary, shall have the right to participate in one project in the area of respective activities only. An institution or organization, the employees whereof attend the events, organized by the project (training, supervisions, etc.), shall be regarded as a beneficiary.

35. If the projects do not meet the requirements, established in Clause 34 of the present Description, the ESFA shall take steps, as indicated in Clause 83.2.4 of the present Description.
36. One applicant shall have the right to submit maximum 1 application. If it is determined that the same applicant has submitted more than 1 application, the ESFA shall take steps, as indicated in Clause 85 of the present Description. 

37. No services during the course of implementation of the project shall be purchased from the organization of the partner (including the international partner). 

38. A legal entity, which performs the project administration functions under the contract of services with the project promoter, shall have no right to participate in any other procurements of goods or services relevant to the implementation of the project, organized by the project promoter and (or) the partner.

39. The following activities shall not be supported under the present Description: i.e. costs in connection to the following activities shall not be eligible for financing: 

39.1. elaboration, adaptation, etc. of the programs as well as methods of training;

39.2. software development and deployment;

39.3. deployment, service, and maintenance of training environment;

39.4. distance education.

VIII. GENERAL CRITERIA OF PROJECT CONFORMITY 

40. Any and all projects, which are meant for financing from the European funds, shall measure up to the following general project selection criteria:

40.1. the project shall measure up to at least one objective, task of the operational program and priority thereof, as well as cover the activities to be supported according to a particular priority;

40.2. the project shall measure up to the national strategic documents. This criterion is elaborated by a special conformity criterion;

40.3. the project shall pursue evident and substantive quantitative tasks, measuring up to the objectives, set in the operational program; 

40.4. the project shall measure up to the principle of cohesive development;

40.5. the project shall measure up to the principles of gender equality and non-discrimination; 

40.6. the implementation of the project shall be in line with the provisions of other relevant areas of policy of the European Communities;

40.7. the applicant of the project shall be able to duly and timely implement the project from the organizational point of view;

40.8. the project shall have an explicit financing package: defined, obvious, and secure project cost financing sources;

40.9. the project shall ensure the efficient use of funds, required for the implementation of the project.

41. Further requirements relevant to the differentiation of financing under such other programs, financed from the European funds, except the ones, as established in OPDHR for 2007–2013 and (or) the appendix to the operational program, are not established for the projects, financed under the present Description. 

42. The procedure for assessing the general project selection criteria, listed in Clause 40 of the present Description, and such other conformity requirements, indicated in the present Description, is given in the Appendix 3 to the present Description. 

IX. SPECIAL PRIORITY PROJECT SELECTION CRITERIA 

43. Special priority selection criteria of the projects are as follows:

43.1. the applicant shall have sufficient experience to implement the activities, provided in the project;

43.2. the project provides for the international cooperation;
43.3. the project shall be implemented with the help of innovative methods and measures;

43.4. influence of the implemented project on the objective and task of the 1st priority of OPDHR – to “Strengthen social inclusion”.

44. Special priority project selection criteria and the procedure for assessing the same is given in the Appendix 4 to the present Description.

X. REQUIREMENTS FOR THE INTERNATIONAL COOPERATION 
45. The main requirements for the international cooperation (if it is provided in the project): 

45.1. international cooperation under the present Description shall be interpreted as the way to exchange good experience and (or) develop joint projects in one of the areas of activities, indicated in the present Description, performed under the treaty of international cooperation, signed with the equivalent institutions or organizations in foreign countries (hereinafter referred to as the Foreign Partner); 

45.2. one of the specimens of the treaty of international cooperation signed shall be made in Lithuanian or the text of the treaty (in the same specimen of the treaty) shall be drawn in Lithuanian and the Foreign Partner’s language;

45.3. relevancy and value added of the international cooperation for the implementation of the project as well as the treaty of international cooperation shall be assessed at the moment of the assessment of benefit and quality of the project, by giving the priority points (pursuant to the provisions of the Appendix 4 to the present Description). International cooperation shall be expedient for all parties; any and all parties of the treaty of international cooperation shall contribute to the implementation of the activities, provided in the treaty of international cooperation; 

45.4. website http://www.transnational-toolkit.eu is recommended in search for the international partners; 

45.5. the recommended form of the treaty of international cooperation is given on the websites: www.esparama.lt, www.esf.lt, www.socmin.lt; 

45.6. the international partner shall not be paid wages from the project funds or services shall not be purchased from the international partner. 

46. Procurement of services (e.g. training, expert) shall not be regarded as the international cooperation activities, however, such costs can be eligible for financing, if relevant services are purchased pursuant to the provisions of public procurement procedures and Clause 99 of the present Description.

XI. REQUIREMENTS FOR THE PROJECT COSTS ELIGIBLE FOR FINANCING AND THE AMOUNT OF FINANCING 

47. Any and all project costs shall measure up to the provisions of the following legal acts: 

47.1. Rules of conformity with costs and financing requirements;

47.2. Recommendations for the conformity of the project costs with the financing requirements of the European Social Fund (hereinafter referred to as the ESF Recommendations for Costs) (available on www.esparama.lt); 

47.3. Rules of identification of indirect project costs and payment applying a flat-rate basis (hereinafter referred to as the Rules of Indirect Costs), approved by the Order No. 1K-112 of the Minister of Finance of the Republic of Lithuania of 27 March 2008 (Official Journal, 2008, No. 37–1348; 2011, No. 78–3826);

47.4. Rules of identification and application of unit rates of fixed project costs and the amounts of fixed project costs (hereinafter referred to as the Rules of Fixed Costs), approved by the Order No. 1K-264  of the Minister of Finance of the Republic of Lithuania of 4 August 2011 (Official Journal, 2011, No. 102–4795).

48. The period of eligibility of project costs for financing shall be set in the project financing and administration agreement in view of the time-limits of eligibility of project costs for financing, established in the Rules of conformity with costs and financing requirements.

49. Any and all project costs shall be planned in view of the annual variation in price and currency risk.

50. Pursuant to the Rules of Fixed Costs, the costs of performance of project activities can be paid applying fixed unit rates of project costs (hereinafter referred to as the Fixed Rates) or fixed amounts of project costs (hereinafter referred to as the Fixed Amounts): 

50.1. Fixed Rates or Fixed Amounts shall be set by the ESFA during the course of the assessment of the project eligibility for financing as per the substantiation of project costs, submitted by the applicant; 

50.2. costs of the projects, providing for the costs to be paid by applying Fixed Amounts, shall be paid in view of Fixed Amounts, set in the project financing and administration agreement, and the documents, substantiating the fulfillment of the activities of the project or a part thereof, submitted by the project promoter. Fixed Amount shall be paid after having achieved the provided result of activities, measuring up to any and all attributes, established in the project financing and administration agreement. Fixed Amount shall not be paid, if the result of activities is not achieved or does not measure up to (does not fully measure up to) the established attributes;

50.3. costs of the projects, providing for the costs to be paid by applying Fixed Rates, shall be paid in view of Fixed Rates, set in the project financing and administration agreement, and the documents, substantiating the achievement of quantitative result of the project, submitted by the project promoter.

51. The categories of costs that are eligible for financing under the present Description (numbering in the table corresponds to the numbering of costs, given in the Table “Budget of the projects, financed from the European Social Fund” under Clause 8 of General Part (A) of the Application for the Project Financing) are as follows:

	Category of costs eligible for financing 
	Requirements and explanations 


	Direct project costs 

	1. Performance

	1.1. Remuneration   
	Eligible for financing are the costs, which are indicated in the ESF recommendations for costs, however, in view of these requirements as well as restrictions, indicated in Clause 39 of the present Description: 
–  such costs shall only be regarded as eligible, if the project promoter (partner) performs the project activities (or a part thereof) on his own without purchasing the services;
– the amount of remuneration, payable to an employee of state or municipal budgetary establishment, shall be set pursuant to the provisions of the Resolution of the Government of the Republic of Lithuania No. 511 of 8 July 1993 on Improvement of the Remuneration Procedure for Employees of Budgetary Establishments and Organizations (Official Journal, 1993, 
No. 28-655);
– costs of remuneration of the employees of other establishments shall not exceed the average remuneration of the employees of respective occupation and qualification, except duly reasoned cases;
– individual contracts of employment or supplements to the available contracts of employment shall be made with the employees, who perform direct project activities.


	1.2. Business trips of the project implementing personnel 
	Eligible for financing are the costs, which are indicated in the ESF recommendations for costs, i.e. costs are regarded as eligible for financing, when the costs of business trips of the project implementing personnel are financed (including the volunteers, if the contract of voluntary work is made for the period of at least 3 months). 


	1.3. Services
	This entry shall only be completed, if the services are purchased. 
Eligible for financing are the costs, which are indicated in the ESF recommendations for costs, except: 
· Restrictions, indicated in Clause 39 of the present Description;
· Costs relevant to rent of vehicles;
     Eligible for financing are the costs of purchase of foreign expert services, however, the services cannot be purchased from the international partner.
Any and all costs shall be planned pro rata the nature and length of activities.


	1.4. Acquisition of training aids (current assets) 
	     Eligible for financing are the costs, which are indicated in the ESF recommendations for costs, however, only if the project promoter (and / or partner) performs such activities on his own without purchasing the services. 
     Such costs shall be estimated pro rata the scope, length, etc. of project activities, performed by the applicant.
 

	1.8. Publicity 
	     Eligible for financing are the costs, which are indicated in the ESF recommendations for costs, except the following restriction: such costs shall not exceed 5 000 LTL.
   Costs of the actions, which contribute to the implementation of the principle of gender equality and non-discrimination, can also be planned in this entry.
 

	1.9. Other (travel and accommodation costs of foreign guests; fixed rates and fixed amounts) 
	Data on two types of costs shell be completed in this entry:
1. Travel and accommodation costs of guests from foreign countries can be regarded as eligible for financing. Such costs shall be estimated pro rata the objectives of the project and the nature of activities. Where submitting a detailed substantiation of costs, it is necessary to indicate a preliminary number of events and participants (guests from foreign countries), length and purpose of events. The substantiation of travel and accommodation costs of foreign guests requires the substantiation of the benefit of participation of foreign guests in the event for the project (e.g. reading of the paper at the conference (presentation of paper material), a guest sharing good experience (presentation of material on good experience that was shared), etc.).
Travel and accommodation costs of the international partner shall be attributed to this budget entry.
Such other costs of the international partner or foreign guest (remuneration, daily allowance, board allowance, etc.) shall not be eligible for financing.
2. The costs of implementation of project activities, which will be subject to fixed rates and (or) fixed amounts, as set by the ESFA, will be attributed to this budget entry during the course of the assessment of the eligibility for financing (carried forward from the budget entries). Fixed rates or fixed amounts will be set, if a part of project activities is performed by the project promoter without purchasing the services. 
For example, the application submitted covers the activities of public relations and educational events as well as costs for the implementation of such activities: lecturer’s remuneration, travel costs, hall rent, coffee breaks, and other necessary costs. During the course of the assessment of the eligibility for financing the ESFA determines that fixed amounts will be applied to such activities and carries forward the funds from all budget entries to entry 1.9, in such case other budget entries will not apply. Another example of fixed rates: in view of the funds planned for training activities, during the course of the assessment of the eligibility for financing the ESFA will set the price of training of one participant, which will serve as a fixe rate, provided in the budget entry 1.9.


	Indirect project costs 

	Costs relevant to project administration shall be attributed to this category 
	Indirect project costs shall be identified and paid applying a flat-rate base pursuant to the rules, indicated in Clause 47.3 of the present Description.




52. All other categories of costs are ineligible in regard to the projects, financed under the present Description. Specific costs shall be attributed pursuant to the ESF recommendations for costs, indicated in Clause 47.2 of the present Description, as well as in view of restrictions, established in Clause 51 of the present Description. The requirements for the verification of the use of project funds pursuant to Article 29(1) of the Law on Audit of the Republic of Lithuania (Official Journal. 1999, No. 59-1916; 2008, No. 82-3233) shall not be mandatory and the costs of the verification of the use of project funds shall be regarded as ineligible.

53. Project costs shall be planned pursuant to “Market analysis of prices of goods and services, commonly provided in the ESF projects”, available on www.esf.lt.

54. Financing funds may comprise up to 100 percent of total project costs eligible for financing.

55. If income is earned in the projects, financed under the present Description, a share of income, exceeding the amount of own contribution of the applicant and (or) the partner, shall be refunded. Income from the project activities (e.g. income, received from selling of a product, developed with the project funds, etc.), earned during the course of implementation of the project and during the period of continuity of the project, may be regarded as the source of financing of the applicant’s own contribution, if it does not exceed the amount of such contribution. Project financing shall be reduced with a share of income, exceeding the amount of the applicant’s own contribution. 

XII. PROCEDURE FOR SUBMITTING THE APPLICATIONS 

56. The call for applications shall be made as well as the applications shall be accepted and registered in the manner prescribed in the PAFR.

57. Pursuant to the present Description, the applicant shall complete the General Part (A) of the Application for Project Financing and Special Part (B) of the Application (hereinafter referred to as the Application). 

58. The form of the General Part (A) of the Application for Project Financing and instructions on completion are approved by the Order of the Minister of Finance of the Republic of Lithuania No. 1K-066 of 20 February 2008. Relevant form of the General Part (A) of the Application for Project Financing to be completed by the applicant is available on www.esparama.lt. 

59. The form of the Special Part (B) of the Application for Project Financing and instructions on completion are given in the Appendix 1 to the present Description. 

60. Application forms and instructions on completion are available on www.esparama.lt. 
61. Together with the Application the applicant and the partners shall submit the appendixes (documents), substantiating that the project is eligible for financing, and based on which the institutions, which carry out the assessment and take the decision on financing, can take a right decision: 

61.1. Appendix 1. Copies of foundation documents of the establishments or organizations of the applicants and the partner (articles of association, memorandum of association, or regulations of activities) or respective documents, governing the legal entity’s activities;

61.2. Appendix 2. Substantiation of project costs (as per the form, given in the Appendix 6 to the present Description). Sample substantiation of project costs is available on www.esparama.lt, www.esf.lt ir www.socmin.lt; 

61.3. Appendix 3. Certificate of settlement with the state, municipal budgets, and state monetary funds by the applicant and the partners, issued by the State Tax Inspectorate under the Ministry of Finance of the Republic of Lithuania not earlier than 1 month before the submission of the Application (budgetary establishments do not have to submit such documents);

61.4. Appendix 4. Questionnaire on the eligibility of value added tax of procurement and (or) import for financing with the European Union funds and (or) funds of the budget of the Republic of Lithuania (completed as per the form, given in the Appendix 7 to the present Description);

61.5. Appendix 5. Documents substantiating the experience in the applicant’s practical activities (if the applicant applies for priority points according to the assessment aspect, established in the Appendix 4 to the present Description - “1.1. Number of projects implemented”): descriptions of the projects implemented, copies of financing agreements, copies of final reports, or such other documents. The copies of the documents can be submitted in an electronic media;

61.6. Appendix 6. Copies of final reports on the surveys, carried out by the applicant in the field of equal opportunities for women and men (shall only apply to the projects in the field, as established in Paragraph VI of the present Description). The copies of the documents can be submitted in an electronic media; 

61.7. Appendix 7. A copy of the treaty of international cooperation, signed with the foreign partner (if the international cooperation is provided).

62. Together with the Application the applicant and the partners shall have the right to submit further documents, which would help the institution, which carries out the assessment and takes the decision on financing, to take the decision during the course of the assessment of the eligibility for financing or the assessment of benefit and quality.  
63. The applicant shall submit the following documents in a single sealed envelope (or such other package): 


63.1. one original copy of the Application and appendixes thereto;

63.2. one copy of the Application and appendixes thereto;

63.3. electronic version of completed Application (Parts A and B) and substantiation of project costs in an electronic media. 


64. The Application and substantiation of project costs shall be signed by the applicant or his authorized person.


65. The content of the original, the copy, and the electronic version of the Application shall be identical. In the event of mismatch between the original, the copy, and the electronic version of the Application, the information, given in the original hard copy of the Application, shall prevail. 

66. The original of the Application, submitted to the ESFA, shall contain the designation “ORIGINAL”, and on the copies – “COPY”.

67. The Application shall be completed in Lithuanian language typing on the computer and filed in the binders. The applications, drawn in the language, other than Lithuanian, in a way, other than typed on the computer, or non-filed, and the copies thereof shall not be assessed. Any and all pages of the Applications as well as the appendixes thereto shall be numbered. 


68. The envelope shall contain the indication of the applicant’s name, address, measure, with reference to which the Application is submitted, and the call number VP1-1.3-SADM-01-K-02. The contact information of the applicant: full name, phone and fax numbers, e-mail address shall be indicated as well. The project title shall be visibly indicated on the electronic media. 

69. The Application shall be submitted in one of the following ways: 


69.1. served in person by the applicant or his representative;


69.2. delivered by express mail;


69.3. sent by mail. 


70. If the Application is sent by fax or e-mail or delivered to such other address, it shall not be accepted. 


71. The Application shall be submitted to the address: 


European Social Fund Agency 


Gynėjų g. 16


LT-01109 Vilnius 


72. The Application shall be submitted until the date, indicated in the publication of the call for applications. The call for applications is published in Lithuanian language in the supplement of Valstybės žinios (Official Journal) - Informaciniai pranešimai (Information messages), on the website www.esparama.lt, and at least in one of the national dailies. Where sending by mail, the date, contained in the stamp of the post office of the place of dispatch, shall not be later than the date, indicated in the publication of the call for applications. The Application, submitted at a later date, or the Application, received with the stamp, containing the later date, shall be rejected.  

73. The responsibility for timely delivery of the Application shall be assumed by the applicant. The applicant, who sent or delivered the Application in person, shall not later than within 15 working days be sent the confirmation of registration of the Application, indicating a unique code, given to the Application by the Computerized Reporting and Monitoring System for Structural Funds Assistance (hereinafter referred to as the SFMIS), pursuant to the Rules of granting the registration numbers and codes of the applications for the project financing, approved by the Order of the Minister of Finance of the Republic of Lithuania No. 1K-066 of 20 February 2008.

XIII. PROCEDURE FOR INFORMING AND CONSULTING THE APPLICANTS 

74. The applicant shall have the right to ask questions as concerning the project financing under the present Description as well as terms and conditions, requirements for the projects, completion of the Application, as well as such other questions in connection to financing. 


75. The questions as concerning the procedure as well as terms and conditions of participation in the project tender, completion of the Application, as well as such other relevant questions can be submitted in writing (sent by regular mail or e-mail and fax) and verbally to the ESFA: 


75.1. Phone: 260 8452; 


75.2. Fax: 260 8281;

75.3. E-mail: lina.markeviciene@esf.lt. 


76. The questions as concerning the information on the project idea, objectives, results, their conformity with the national strategic planning documents can be submitted in writing (sent by regular mail or e-mail and fax) and verbally to the Ministry of Social Security and Labor of the Republic of Lithuania (hereinafter referred to as the Ministry): 


76.1. Phone: 266 8158; 


76.2. Fax: 266 4209;


76.3. E-mail: rimantas.garbstas@socmin.lt.   


77. The applicants can be informed and consulted during the course of the meeting with the ESFA personnel subject to having booked the time beforehand.  

78. Where submitting the inquiry by fax or e-mail, the following the shall indicated: 

78.1. an explicit reference to the present Description; 

78.2. call for applications No. VP1-1.3-SADM-01-K-02;

78.3. the inquirer’s full name as well as name and phone of the organization that he represents. 

79. Frequently asked questions and answers are available on www.esparama.lt. 

80. Information seminars and consultations of the applicants will be organized following the publication of the call for applications. Information on the seminar date, place, and time is available on www.esparama.lt. 

XIV. PROCEDURE FOR ASSESSING AND SELECTING THE PROJECTS 


81. Project assessment and selection shall take place in the manner prescribed in the PAFR.

82. The responsibility for the assessment of the administrative conformity of the applications, eligibility of the project for financing, benefit and quality, as well as the selection shall be assumed by the ESFA, which, if necessary, shall have the right to use the independent expert services. The assessment shall take place pursuant to the internal procedure for assessing the applications, established by the ESFA.

83. The project assessment process consists of the following three stages:


83.1. assessment of administrative conformity: 

83.1.1. this assessment covers the verification whether all subsections of the Application have been completed, whether the Application is in full scope, whether all documents, indicated in the present Description, as well as appendixes to the Application have been submitted;

83.1.2. the assessment shall be carried out by completing the table, given in the Appendix 2 to the present Description;

83.1.3. if during the course of assessment of the Application it is identified that not all requirements of the assessment of administrative conformity are met, the applicant shall be sent a letter, requesting to submit the missing information and (or) documents, and shall be set a due date, within which the applicant shall submit the missing information and (or) documents. Such period shall be minimum 5 working days and maximum 15 working days, if the implementing agency and the applicant do not decide otherwise by mutual agreement;

83.1.4. if the applicant fails to submit the requested information and (or) documents within the due date or submits not all documents and (or) information requested, the ESFA shall be entitled to take the decision to reject the Application;

83.1.5. upon having taken the decision to reject the Application due to non-conformity with the requirements of assessment of the administrative conformity, the ESFA shall within 15 working days prepare and send to the Applicant an information letter on the rejection of the Application, indicating the reasons of rejection of the Application;


83.1.6. having identified that the Application meets any and all requirements of the assessment of administrative conformity, it shall pass to the next assessment stage. If the Application meets not all requirements of the assessment of administrative conformity, however, this does not prevent from passing to the next assessment stage, the ESFA shall have the right to take the decision to hand over such Application to the next assessment stage before the final completion of the assessment of administrative conformity;

83.2. assessment of the eligibility of the project for financing: 

83.2.1. this assessment covers the identification whether the applicant and the project meets the general and special conformity criteria as well as requirements, the amount of project costs eligible for financing and maximum eligible amount of project financing, maximum amount of costs eligible for declaration to the European Commission;


83.2.2. the assessment of the eligibility of projects for financing shall take place pursuant to the assessment procedure, established in the Appendix 3 to the present Description;

83.2.3. if during the stage of the assessment of the eligibility for financing the amount of project costs eligible for financing, set by the ESFA, is lower than the amount of project costs eligible for financing, submitted by the applicant, and the amount of financing funds, requested for the project, the ESFA shall inform the applicant of the same in writing and coordinate with the applicant whether he agrees to implement the project on the receipt of fixed amount of financing funds. If the applicant does not agree, the Application shall be rejected;

83.2.4. if during the stage of the assessment of the eligibility for financing it is identified that the projects do not meet the requirements of Clause 34 of the present Description: 

83.2.4.1. the ESFA shall inform the project applicant(-s) of the same in writing and suggest that the applicant(-s) take (if necessary, mutually coordinated) respective decisions for the project(-s) to meet the requirements of Clause 34 of the present Description;

83.2.4.2. in case, if the applicant(-s) fail to take respective decisions, the ESFA shall take the decision to leave the duplicating establishments or organizations (as the applicant, partners, or beneficiaries) in the project, which collects more of priority votes during the course of benefit and quality assessment;

83.2.5. if it turns out during the assessment that 2 or more projects in respective area provide for the activities, indicated in Clauses 12.2, 18.2, or 18.3 of the present Description, in the same municipalities, the ESFA shall be entitled to solve this problem of duplication of equivalent activities in the same municipalities during the course of negotiations with the applicants;

83.2.6. if, during the assessment of the Application, it is identified that not all necessary documents and (or) information has been submitted for the performance of the assessment of the eligibility of the project for financing, the applicant shall be sent a letter, requesting to submit the missing documents and (or) information within the due date, set in the letter (which shall not be less than 5 working days and more than 15 working days, if the ESFA and the applicant do not decided otherwise by mutual agreement). If the information and data, provided in the Application, is sufficient to take the decision on the assessment of the project, the letter as concerning the specification of information shall not be sent. Where providing further information, only the data, which is requested in the ESFA’s letter, shall be specified. In the event of provision of specified information, which is not requested in the letter, it may not be taken into consideration during the course of assessment. Where necessary, the ESFA shall have the right to apply to respective institutions for further information on the applicant and the Application as well as use the external official sources of information for the assessment of the information, given in the Application;

83.2.7. the ESFA shall be entitled to take the decision to reject the Application, if:

83.2.7.1. the applicant fails to submit the requested information and (or) documents within the due date or submits not all requested documents and (or) information;

83.2.7.2. the project does not measure up to at least one general and special conformity criteria and requirement, indicated in the Appendix 3 to the present Description.

83.3. benefit and quality assessment: 

83.3.1. during the course of this assessment it shall be identified, which of the projects eligible for financing are regarded the best to meet special priority project selection criteria, indicated in the Appendix 4 to the present Description;

83.3.2. at this assessment stage the projects shall be assessed in points. Total maximum points that may be given for a project shall be 100 points;

83.3.3. project may be eligible for financing, if it collects at least 60 points during the benefit and quality assessment stage. The projects, which do not meet this requirement, shall not be eligible for financing and shall be rejected; 

83.3.4. this assessment shall take place pursuant to the assessment procedure, given in the Appendix 4 to the present Description. The ESFA shall have the right to carry out the benefit and quality assessment prior to the assessment of the eligibility of the project for financing or carry out both processes simultaneously;

83.3.5. if, during the course of the assessment of benefit and quality of the projects, the ESFA has any obscurities or lacks the information, the applicant shall be sent a letter, requesting to submit such missing or further details and (or) documents, to specify or supplement the information, given in the Application, within the due date, set in the letter (which shall not be less than 5 working days and more than 15 working days, if the ESFA and the applicant do not decided otherwise by mutual agreement). If the applicant fails to submit such missing information or the applicant’s missing information is insufficient, the number of points of respective assessment criterion shall be reduced during the assessment. If the information and data, provided in the Application, is sufficient to take the decision on the assessment of the project, the letter as concerning the specification of information shall not be sent. Where providing further information, only the data, as requested by the ESFA, shall be specified. In the event of provision of specified information, which is not requested by the ESFA, it may not be taken into consideration during the course of assessment; 

83.3.6. upon completion of the assessment of benefit and quality of the project, in reasonable cases the ESFA shall have the right to specify the amount of costs eligible for financing as well as the amount of project financing, set during the course of the assessment of the eligibility of the project for financing.

84. Pursuant to the provisions of Clause 61 of the PAFR, the Application shall be rejected without requesting the applicant to submit further documents or details, to supplement or specify the information, given in the Application, in the following cases:

84.1. if at least one of the following documents is not submitted during the course of submission of the Application: Part A of the Application, Part B of the Application, or the substantiation of project costs;

84.2. if more than a half of the appendixes, required for a specific project, is not submitted during the course of submission of the Application;

84.3. if 30 percent and more of mandatory items are not completed in Part A or Part B during the course of submission of the Application;

84.4. if total costs of the project eligible for financing is higher than maximum fixed amount;

84.5. if the project does not provide for aspiring after at least one mandatory product and result indicator.

85. If it is identified that the same applicant has submitted 2 or more applications (the applicant does not meet the requirement, established in Clause 36 of the present Description), the applicant shall be sent a letter, requesting to decide and inform the ESFA, which (one) of the applicant’s project shall be assessed within the due date, set in the letter (which shall not exceed 3 working days).  Other application(-s), submitted by the same applicant, shall be rejected. Should the applicant fail to furnish with an explicit answer within the due date, set in the ESFA’s letter, the ESFA shall be entitled to reject any and all applications, submitted by the applicant.

86. During the course of every assessment stage, the ESFA, pursuant to the internal procedure for assessing the applications, shall have the right to invite the applicant for an interview as well as, if necessary, make sure whether the information, given in the Application, is reasonable, i.e. pay a visit to the planned project implementation site. Should the ESFA identify during the course of verification that the applicant has provided false or misleading information in the Application, it shall reject such Application. 

87. The responsibility for the selection of applications, following the completion of any and all assessment stages, shall be assumed by the ESFA. 

88. Following the procedure, established in the PAFR, the ESFA shall prepare a report on the assessment of benefit and quality of the projects (hereinafter referred to as the Report): present the projects in the order of priority according to the benefit and quality assessment results (points granted) as well as give the recommendations on granting of financing to the projects.

89. If the amount of financing funds, provided for the allocation in Clause 8 of the present Description, is insufficient to finance the projects that have collected the same number of points, the priority shall be given to the project(-s) as per one of special priority project selection criteria, selected by the Project Assessment and Selection Commission, constituted by the ESFA (hereinafter referred to as the PASC), indicated in the Appendix 4 to the present Description.

90. If it is identified during the course of project selection that the objectives, activities, target groups, or project implementation location, provided in one project, coincides with the ones, planned in another project, the PASC shall have the right to recommend financing only that project, which collects more votes during the course of benefit and quality assessment.

91. According to the benefit and quality assessment results (points granted) the projects shall be lined up as per the areas of activities, indicated in Paragraphs IV, V, and VI of the present Description, by making an individual list for every area. If funds are saved for project financing from any of 3 areas of activities, by the decision of PASC such funds saved may be allocated to finance the projects of such other area of activities.   

XV. TAKING OF THE DECISION ON GRANTING OF FINANCING AND CONCLUSION OF THE PROJECT FINANCING AND ADMINISTRATION AGREEMENT 


92. The decision on project financing shall be taken in the manner prescribed in the PAFR. Final decision on financing shall be taken by the Ministry pursuant to the ESFA’s assessment report. The decision shall be taken not later than within 10 working days as of the date of receipt of the assessment report at the Ministry. The decision on granting the financing shall be approved by the order of the Minister of Social Security and Labor of the Republic of Lithuania.


93. A copy of the decision on granting the financing shall within 5 working days as of taking of the decision be sent to the ESFA, which shall within 5 working days as of the receipt and registration of the decision inform the applicants of the decision taken and initiate the signing of the tripartite project financing and administration agreement between the ESFA, the Ministry, and the selected project applicants.  


94. The project financing and administration agreement shall be concluded as per the form, approved by the Order of the Minister of Finance of the Republic of Lithuania No. 1K-066 of 20 February 2008.

XVI. PROJECT IMPLEMENTATION PROVISIONS  

95. The project costs shall be paid as well as the supervision of the project financing and administration agreements shall be carried out in the manner prescribed in the PAFR as well as the project financing and administration agreement.


96. The project costs can be paid in two ways: compensation of costs and payment of invoices.


97. The advance may be provided for the project financing in the project financing and administration agreement. The amount of advance shall be set by the ESFA in the manner prescribed in the PAFR. In any case, the amount of advance for the project shall not exceed 30 percent of financing amount. The advance may be paid by installments. The project financing and administration agreement may establish the portion of advance, which shall only be paid upon fulfillment of public procurement.


98. The project promoter, where implementing the project, shall take any and all necessary steps to give publicity to the financing of the EU funds, as established in the Project Administration and Financing Rules. 



99. Any and all goods as well as services shall be procured pursuant to the Law on Public Procurement of the Republic of Lithuania (Official Journal, 1996, No. 84–2000; 2006, No. 4–102), if the project promoter is the contracting authority in accordance with the Law on Public Procurement of the Republic of Lithuania. In case, where the project promoter is not the contracting authority in accordance with the provisions of the Law on Public Procurement of the Republic of Lithuania, any and all services as well as goods shall be procured pursuant to the Description of the procedure for performing the procurement and supervision for the legal entities, which are not the contracting authorities in accordance with the Law on Public Procurement of the Republic of Lithuania, approved by the Order of the Minister of Finance of the Republic of Lithuania No. 1K-212 of 11 June 2008 (Official Journal, 2008, No. 69–2641).  

100. The project promoter, where implementing the project, shall fulfill any and all obligations as to quantitative results (product and result indicators) and activities, provided in the project financing and administration agreement, during the entire period of implementation of the project ensure the conformity thereof with the general project selection criteria, listed in Clause 40 of the present Description, as well as special priority project selection criteria, listed in the Appendix 4 to the present Description, for which the points are given. The verification of conformity of the project with the provisions of the project financing and administration agreement shall take place in the manner prescribed in the PAFR.

101. The supervisory commission shall be formed for the monitoring of project implementation in the area, identified in Paragraph VI of the present Description. Exhaustive requirements will be established in the project financing and administration agreement. 

102. Physical, technical, and financial prerequisites for the maintenance and further application of products developed as well as results shall be framed upon completion of implementation of the project.

103. Upon implementation of the project, the project promoter undertakes to furnish the ESFA with the report as of completion of the project in a form, established by the Ministry of Finance, in the manner prescribed in the PAFR and the project financing and administration agreement.

104. The Ministry and (or) the ESFA shall be entitled to demand that the products, developed during the course of the project, are published on www.esparama.lt and (or) such other website.

XVII. PUBLICATION OF THE INFORMATION ON APPLICANTS AND PROJECTS   


105. Websites www.esparama.lt and www.esf.lt contain the information on: 


105.1. upon submission of the projects – not later than within 15 working days as of the deadline for submission of the applications, indicating the applicant’s name, project title, brief description of the project, unique code of the Application, and requested amount of funds; 


105.2. project eligibility assessment results – upon completion of the eligibility assessment stage not later than within 15 working days;


105.3. project benefit and quality assessment results – upon completion of the benefit and quality assessment stage not later than within 15 working days. 


106. The responsibility for publication and (or) presentation of the information, indicated in Clause 105 of the present Description, shall be assumed by the ESFA. 


107. Websites www.esparama.lt, www.socmin.lt, and www.esf.lt contain the information on:


107.1. the decisions on granting the financing, taken by the Ministry – not later than within 15 working days as of the date of decision. The responsibility for publication and presentation of such information shall be assumed by the Ministry; 


107.2. signed project financing and administration agreements – not later than within 15 working days as of the date of signing of the agreements, indicating the project promoter’s name, project title, project code, brief description of the project, total value of the project, and the amount of funds granted for the project. The responsibility for publication and presentation of such information shall be assumed by the ESFA. 

XVIII. FINAL PROVISIONS 


108. The present Description can be revised in the manner prescribed in the PAFR.


109. In the event of any changes in the legal acts, indicated in Clause 2 of the present Description, the provisions of such legal acts as revised shall apply accordingly. 


110. The applicants and the project promoters shall be entitled to appeal against the actions or inaction of the ESFA, the Ministry, managing and approving agency relevant to the assessment of the Application as well as taking of the decision on financing or non-financing and project implementation in the manner prescribed in the PAFR.
_______________________________________
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